the Seeret Ackmrer 


independently -owned 
and produced. free weekly pe- 
riodical distributed to roughly 
250 spots: across Philadelphia. 
You can subscribe for a phys- 
ical copy tobe mailed/to you 
each week. You can access our 
entire back catalogue at phila- 
delphia-secret-admirer.tumblr. 
com, and'by special request, we 
can print out and send you any 
back issues. We are about to en- 
ter our seventh year. of weirdo 
art bizniss smalltimesuccess <3 
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THINGS WHAT NEED DOING: 


Read your favorite weekly periodical 
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: ,“Aquarius- Aggression isn’t 


always easy to spot, and 
there are traces of it in your 
unconscious. actions _ this 
week. Route them out, lest 
they turn you bitter. 


Pisces- The concrete has 
loosened. The glacier is melt- 
ing. You are in a state of flux, 
and you can take advantage 
of the chaos. by recreating 
yourself however you want. 


Aries- Anywhere you point 
your flame will find a fuse 
this week. If you learn to use 
your anger as a tool, you can 
simultaneously do stuff and 
slowly bleed our your anger. 


Taurus- Something that you 
think is long-solved and be- 
hind you will poke its ugly 
head back in to your life to 
make sure you're taking care 


: of business and evolving. 


Gemini- Tiny battles and 
spats are blooming all 
around you this week. Keep 
your fists up and don’t be 
surprised if the calls are com- 
ing from inside the house. 


Cancer- Keep a tally of how 
many favors you ask verses 
how many favors are asked 
of you. Are you the kind of 
person who cares about bal- 
ance with this kind of thing? 


Leo- Take stock of how many 
people there are that are will- 
ing to help you if you ask for 
help. Sometimes just know- 
ing you can ask for help is all 
the help you need. 


Virgo- The lines will blur be- 
tween your emotions this 
week. Don't let the negative 
reflections of your true self 
get you down. Jealousy is es- 
pecially poisonous now. 


: The Secret Admirer Advice Column! 
: words- Runo, illustration- Reweki 


Libra- We are clinging to a 
swiftly tilting planet this time 
of year. Prepare yourself for a 
big ol dose of emotional in- 
stability. Do you know your- 
self wal enough to help you? 


Scorpio- This week is strewn 
with choices that can not be 
taken back once made. That 
said, acting impulsively with- 
out over-thinking can_ still 
get you through the week. 


Sagittarius- There are mes- 
sages hiding behind. every- 
thing this week. Between 
books, under. your chair, 
beyond. Learn to speak the 
quiet languages of the world. 


Capricorn- Tiny contradic- 
tions between. what is hap- 
pening and what you think 
you deserve to happen may 
sow the seeds for. many bor- 


ing, existential conversations , 
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ask a question or vent - asktheadmirer@gmail. com 


: Sick of the No Effort, 
: It sounds like there’s someone in your life who isn’t giving you what you need, 
: and it sounds like they're aware of their shortcomings. My first recommendation 
: would be to talk to this person directly about what's bothering you, but if that’s 
: already been done, or if that conversation makes it clear that they are intentional- 
: ly putting their satisfaction before yours, ask yourself why you're continuing this 
: relationship. Why give him his satisfaction when he won't help you get yours? 


: When is it okay to fart on a date? 
: 2nd or 3rd, maybe? 


: Anonymous, 
: There are tons of reasons you 
: should fart whenever you want. 
: The most practical is that hold- 
: ing them in can create discom- 
: fort. The least practical is that you 
: can watch as everyone silently 
: suspects and judges everyone 
> around them. But really, what's 
: a better display that you're be- 
: ing your authentic self? Fart your 
: heart out, kid. 


: Dear Sexplicit, 
: You will never know. 


Womens orgasms are real. Why don’t you care? Why do you pretend to care? Why 
: not just fuck a masturbation blow up doll? 


-sincerely sick of the no effort for my pleasures 


-Anon 


: Dear secret admirer, how do! know youre not a sex coward? 


-sexplicitly sexual individual 


: All Untagged Content Anticopyright 2010 - 2017 Secret Family Publications - you are alive and you matter 


howling ever higher 
rising like a tide 
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Secret Admirer Press Conference 


Well this issue is just rife with new con- 
tributors and deeply jarring surprises. 
Let’s take a quick walk and I'll show you 
what's new here at Secret Family Publica- 
tions. This very moment, as | slatter clack a 
stream of words across the white field of 
this word processor box, a large, fastidious 
printer trundles and hums not six inches 
from the back of my chair. This printer is 
churning out the yellow page you'll find 
upon peeling this page back, filling my 
bedroom with a mechanical chorus of 
progress, eddying about my nasal cavities 
in waves of hot developer and ink. The 
means of production are once again in 
our hands and under one roof, and we will 
use this as much as is conceivably possi- 
ble to use. Ok, I'm open to any questions 
you might have. 


“Well that’s all well and good, Mr Otter, 
but what does that mean for me, Ms Jane 
Q Tax Payer? How do these new develop- 
ments translate into immediate and tan- 
gible benefits for me?” 


Well I'm glad you asked, Ms JQTP. Nothing. 
Nothing brings me quite as much joy as 
getting out here, here in the vital streets, 
and really talking to the women and men 
that make the backbone of this country. 
Let me start by saying thank you for read- 
ing. | know your time is valuable, and you 
have a lot of other little frivolous weirdo 
periodicals littering the tops of your cig- 
arette machines and defunct City Paper 
boxes. We've really done something rev- 
olutionary here. Immediately, you can 
expect an additional page. | know this is 
the second and most certainly not the last 
time | have or will brought or bring up the 
extra page, but golly gee, I’ve been pump- 
ing these out for seven years and this is 
the biggest single change ever. Produc- 
tion costs are down with this new hyper 
efficient and politely quiet printer, so it’s 
easier to balance new space with adver- 
tising money. We can add another new 
page for every three new ads that come 
in. And that's just... that's just terrific. And 
that's your victory. This is your movement. 
Do you hear me? Do you hear what I’m 
saying? This is your victory. Give yourself a 
round of applause. No no, no sitting down. 
Don't be shy. Stand up. Standing ovation. 
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You deserve it. (feverish applause) 


“Yes, Chairman Otter, my question is, well, 
you seem to often grasp and struggle to 
fill the meager space available in the old 
layout as often as not. Can you guarantee 
that you're taking a resolute step away 
from that dialed in nonsense, or can we 
expect increasingly anemic offerings in 
the ever expanding network of empty 
alleys and abandoned houses that in the 
Secret Admirer?” 


Ha yes! Good question. Good question. 
God | love the honesty of real people. If 
you spend as much time as | do in Holly- 
wood, after a long enough time, after you 
get so much smoke blown up your ass, 
you crave this raw, Philadelphia honesty. 
I'm starving for it. Oh god, | didn’t even 
know | was so hungry until you opened 
your mouth. That’s something. God | re- 
spect you. That’s not something they'll 
teach you in the lvy Leagues. You just can’t 
teach that! But you know what? You're 
teaching me right now. This is your class- 
room. The short answer is, no. The content 
will not become inherently better or more 
meaningful just because there's more of it, 
BUT. But. And this is a big but. We have a 
couple of other writers helping out, keep- 
ing it fresh, holding my hair while | puke. 
And there’s more coming. | can feel it.| can 
feel the strength or our movement. It’s 
radiating off of you like a colorful steam 
and it gives me... so much life. So much 
strength. Oh and also I'm making a more 
concerted effort to smoke weed instead 
of drink booze, so at least if it’s a maze of 
meaningless snow drifts, it will be con- 
fusing and disappointing in a completely 
new way than that which you've...with 
become...familiar. 


“Yes, Mr Otter. Thank you for your radiance 
and honesty. You are truly a golden nova 
in the night sky of Philadelphia artists, and 
your hair and skin look fantastic today. 
My question is, how do you accomplish 
the impossible, dizzyingly beautiful task 
of simply being yourself from day to day, 
and what advice can you give to young 
weirdos across the city who, in the quiet 
corners of their hearts, fleetingly allow 
themselves to pretend to greatness while 
bathed in your fantastic stories and supe- 
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We take the cult out of yoga culture 
Fairmount | Rittenhouse Square | South Philly 


mindful yoga 
VI? 
= ~ Wake Up Yoga 
ca ~— www.Wake Up Yoga.com 
oe 
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, Wanna be pen pals? Have the Ad- | 
1 mirer delivered to your door via ' 
, USPS every week for eight dollars a ; 
!_ month to cover print costs, stamps, ! 
and the value of my time. Starting 
: 1 the first week in March. 
I l 
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PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 


‘The Monkey Club 
: 2101 E York St - 19125 
: (@ Amber & York) 

: $4 City Wides 

// Full Game Room // 
: 
: Happy Hour: 
sunday-thurs 5-7 


:1350 S 29th St --- Facebook.com/CenturyPhila 
2/24 - Etsy Master of Puppets Presents: 
An Evening to Recall with: 
Rubber / OOLALA / DirtySoap Blues Band 
: Biz Niche / Cyti Guy 
2/25 - The Waffle Stompers / No Such Agency 
Westboro Baptist Choir / Reality Machine 
for booking contact centuryphila@gmail.com 
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MS Opirits 
Small-batch distiller of Whiskey, Gin, Rum, Liqueur, Brandy 


2440 Frankford Ave. Philadelphia - 257-825-4590 
RowhouseSpirits.us 


Open for retail sales Thurs-Sat: Noon-6:00pm 
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All overheards are submitted by readers. Put our number 


in your phone. If you hear something, say something. 
603 203 4766 or PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 


South Philly Tap Room 


gal- Do you ever look at your face in 
the right light in a mirror and realize 
your face is covered in tiny hairs? ...I’m 
a mammal! 


South Philly 


guy 1- Look at my recommendations. 
Why is Instagram recommending Kim 
Kardashian? 


guy 2- That's not Kim Kardashian. 
That’s Cher. 


Roxy Theater 

gal 1- How are things going with Da- 
vid? 

gal 2- Pretty good, although he re- 
cently told me that he’s never missed 
anyone or anything before in his life. 
My therapist said it could be a red 
flag. 


Market Frankford Line 


gentleman- (not listening to music) 
This music makes me feel like I’m eat- 
ing a cheesesteak. 


Parking lot at 8 & Market 


parking attendant- Stop feeding 
those nasty-ass birds, dickheads! 


Bar in South Philly 


person- Me and my boy...| don’t know 
why I’m telling you this...me and my 
boy one time pissed into a bong...and 
smoked it. 


Atlantis: the Lost Bar 


gal- No, | can’t help you, my weed guy 
is going on strike tomorrow. 


Union Station - DC 


person- I’m starting to get a mayon- 
naise obsession again. 


Loco Pez 


guy on phone- The cat needs to get 
fixed? $1,000? No! I'll just do it with a 
butter knife. Petsmart can go to hell. 


Overheard in a bar 


person- Oh yeah, my love handles are 
like, out of control. 


EL Bar 


gal- (yelling) A bowl and a dickin 
down will get you to sleep like no oth- 
er! It’s better than NyQuil; you won't 
get hung over. 


Tattooed Mom 

(2 gals in bathroom stall) 
gal 1- How much? 

gal 2- It was expensive 
gal 1- Like, how much? 
gal 2- A thousand. 


gal 1- That doesn't look like a thou- 
sand dollar jacket! 


Local 44 


hot guy- Wasn't he having a problem 
with somebody? 


sexy gal- He’s a problem for himself. 


Ray’s Birthday Bar 
White guy- | just don't like white girls! 
They suck! 


White gal across bar- Well | don't like 
bald ugly shit heads! 


(Applause) 


Black Bird Pizza 


Guy- (very stoned looking) can you... 
uh, only like... heat it up half way? I’m 
really hungry and | need to sing lat- 
er so | don't want to burn my... my 
mouth. 


: $50/week - 


: 603 203 4766 - 


STOLEN BIKE ALERT 


Here’s a picture of my blue road bike stolen 
from in front of Fuel (1225 Walnut St). The bike 
has a very distinctive argyle seat (see below) 
and light blue handles. The body is blue and 
chipped. It has a U-lock on it. Any leads are ap- 
preciated. 


Call the Admirer with your tips. Let's get 
these two back together for early spring 
magic city ride times. 


: See, like, if you wanted to get this huge 
: double-wide spot right here, next to the 
: overheards, our most read section, you can 
: totally do that. I’m renting it out! As of this 
: writing it is WIDE open forever. 


: We here at the Admirer are transparent 
: with our prices. None of that crony crap. 
: This here spot can be yours, a little home 
: away from home, and you can nestle your 
: brand here like a clutch of eggs and watch 
> them hatch under the warm, loving gaze 
: of the finest eyes in Philly to reveal strong 
: birds with emerald wings made of cash 
: that will fly you on their backs to the mys- 
: terious island of entrepreneurial success. 


: “Graphic design is my passion, and | will de- 
: sign your ad for FREE! That’s the Secret Ad- 
: mirer Promise.’ 


-President Otter 
- $150/4 weeks - 
- $750/24 weeks 


-philadelphiaadmirer@gmail.com 


And this spot over here is up for grabs too, : 
next to the crossword puzzle. THIS is the : 
page upon which regular, dedicated read- : 
ers spend the most time. First come first : 
celebrated and honored, thy name burned : 
black forevermore upon this pale blue sky. : 


SweSareSdoingSthisSforSthesmoneys 


$30/week - 
- $90/ 4 weeks - 
- $450/24 weeks : 
603 203 4766 - 
- PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com : 


get something in 
by this Saturday 
night to be in 
next week's 
issue <3 


It is no longer fun coming up with 
things to fill these new empty ad 
spots. Please, for the love of god, buy 
an ad so | don't hafta break out this 
hot jazz improv again next week. 


left rights 


1. Multiple groupings of weasels 

6. Loving strokes 

10. Eco-friendly shopping tool 

14. Caribbean sorcery 

15. Grand in scope 

16. A finite location 

17. Spooky af 

18. Superlatively serious 

19. Annulet 

20. Meets his brothers in a lodge 

22. First recorded victim of fratricide 
23. A stick that enhances vertical leap 
24. To commit to flame 

26. A dry riverbed or flood plane 

30. Pierced Phineas Gauge’s head 

31. A single member of a clowder 

32. Distinctive flair 

33. OGEE. | dunno what that means 
35. Widely-franchised daily rag 

39. Jay Gatsby, for example 

41. Artist’s workshop 

43. What snakes hate having done on them 
44. It follows naturally that 

46. Loyal 

47. \lluminating p-n junction 

49. Colloquial arcane term for dusk 
50. Where more than half of your taxes go 
51. Where all da boats live 

54. Lacking restraint & obligatory engagement 
56. Right in the thick of 

57. Eats the noses of the productive 
63. A star going all ape shit 

64. Plays with Dean and Mean in Ween 
65. Revel in the sensual pleasures of 
66. Shitty little dick insects 

67. Alt-facts 

68. The Muse of lyric poetry 

69. To look at something like a doofus 
70. The true victim of your hairdryer 
71. One and onlys 


up downs 


1. 3rd person singular present indicative of go 
2. To aid in darker dealings 

3. Fiddler on the flaming roof 

4. The factor by which an amplifier amplifies 
5. The unwoke masses 

6. A strict, pedantic teacher 

7. This is 187 of the Philly Admirer 

8. A mixed up RIOT 

9. Rife with picturesque vistas 

10. South Italian dervish 

11. Small African antelope 

12. A principled palindrome 

13. Symbol of nationalist pride 

21. A total doofus 

25. Sexual prowess 

26. Shuddered with waves of physical sorrow 
27. Winglike 

28. When you're all out of truth 

29. Rob of meaning 

34. Magnitude of desire or impatient longing 
36. Layer 

37.500 sheets 

38. Parisian airport 

40. The impossible perfection of yesterday 
42. Bestowed with a slight tint 

45. Relieved of impurities 

48. To quickly slosh through mud 

51. Popular flavor of lassi 

52. Amidst and between 

53. The hero to your anti-hero 

55. The hardest word to say with a lisp 

58. Pull back 

59. Tropical tuber 

60. A circle that just stopped trying 

61. Attempt to remember 

62. A god we hate in February 


From the desk of our president, 
Chairman Otter 


Hey everyone, I'd just like to say that 
| got really enthusiastic while writing 
this issue, what with the new page 
and all. Long story short, | was feeling 
very pleased with myself while writ- 
ing the crossword puzzle clues, and | 
either crafted them like a brilliant in- 
terlocking machine of linguistic bril- 
liance and layers of amusing referenc- 
es, or much more likely, | just made a 
bunch of really obscure inside jokes 
and word games that won't play. If 
you get way stumped on something, 
text me the clue that’s hurting your 
feelings and I'll give you a more ratio- 
nal clue. 603 203 4766 <3 


But so about the elephant in the 
room...namely this yellow thing 
you're holding that, if all went accord- 
ing to plan, is nestled within a larger 
blue sheet. | put the crossword clue 
on a different page than the grid so 
assholes can’t just grab the bit they 
want and leave a pile. 


This seemed as good a reason as any 
to roll over the odometer on the is- 
sue/volume counter, so you'll notice 
we're in volume 5 now, one month 
shy of 4 years printing in Philadelphia, 
and just over 7 years all together. 


Ok I'm firing on 1 single neuron right 
now. It’s very late and I’m filling space 
with thoughts. | have half a mind to 
just up this font to like, 16 point and 
see what happens, but then, what of 
this glorious new page? Do | look it 
in the eyes and say there's no way it 
could ever have the real magic? That 
it just isn’t worth it? Well you've really 
cornered of pajams too through inner 


Ok you wanna know what that was? 
That stupid line of text at the bottom 
of the previous business menu hang- 
er. 


Ok it happened again. | am literally 
falling asleep and dream typing. 
-G'night, y’all! 


Left Rite presents 


INFRARED) 


*** house &techno party ** * 


First Fridays Upstairs @ Irish Pol 
114 Market St - by the galleries : 
www.leftrite.com for more fun : 


BookingEL@yahoo.com_ : 
1356 N Front St-Fishtown  : 


i 
303 203 4786 


more money means more pages 


PERIOD PALS 


is printing NEXT WEEK! 


So send in your menstrual-themed haiku to : 
Wendy Otter at cornfairy@gmail.com 


Open to all folks. Printed anonymously in : 
the Admirer every fourth or fifth week. Send : 
in as many as you like. NEXT ONE COMING : 
NEXT WEEK! HURRY UP AND GET'EMIN! : 


A foster home provides a sate, lovin: ronment 
for a cat to live while he or she waits for a permanent . 
home. 5 


You get to have a kitty pal for a while, and know that 
a very good thing, directly helping to 


save a life. 


More foster homes = More cats saved! 


SERIAL PARANOIA 


LAST NIGHT I DREAMT I 
SAW A KID ZL GREW UP WITH. 
WE WERE BOTH KIDS AGAIN. 


BOX BROWN 


HE DIED AFEW YEARS 
AFTER GRADUATION. 


YES: 


\ 


T WASN'T REALLY FRIENDS WITH HIM OR ANYTHING BUT 
HIS GRAVE IS NEAR MY GRANDMA'S. 


I KNEW 'T WAS A DREAM 
BUT L HAD TO TELL HIM. 


SIGH. 


Happy Slapsgiving 
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You'RE GONNA DIE 
YOUNG. you'RE BURIED 
NEAR MY GRANOMA. 


by Hot Soup 
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Trivia Time! 


Lk. 
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1- Which Alfred Hitchcock film is based on Leopold.and,-Loeb? 
2- Name Yakko and Wakko Warner‘siyounger sister. 

3- In what year did Puff Daddy release “I'll be Missing You”? 

4- Name the actor that concocted-Ali G: 

5- How many players are on.a standard Quidditch team? 


continued from cover 


That's a good question. That's a really good 
question. | always come to these things 
with my own agenda, my own duty to the 
people, but | am nothing if not an open 
book, and I'll be snaggletoothed if you 
didn’t just peer right into me and read my 
heart aloud. | will give you here, publicly 
for the very first time, David Otter’s plan for 
modest success. Be an able-bodied white 


answers on the back 


guy born in a stable corner of a power- :: 
ful country. Learn to talk good so people :: 
think you're smarter than you really are. Be :: 
passingly mediocre at a bunch of frivolous :: 
things. Be a terrible romantic partner to an :: 
endless parade of truly amazing people so :: 
you have a lot of sad, 2-dimensional heart :: 
break fuel to stoke that art fire. Keep get- :: 
ting away with stuff inexplicably. It’s really :: 


that simple! 


iThe National Domestic Violence 


HOTLINE 


t 1.800.799.SAFE (7233) - 1.800.787.3224 


thehotline.org 
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1 knew immediately 
that this coupon 


was for you. 
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